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Electrical engineers award OCE for sparking research/industry connections 
 

OTTAWA – The Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) recognized Ontario Centres of 

Excellence (OCE) for doing something engineers are famous for – building bridges.  

At the IEEE’s AGM in Ottawa last month, OCE was recognized for its success in building bridges between 

industry leaders and academics, leading to prosperous research and development relationships and 

accelerating the commercialization of Ottawa’s technology industry.  

“All awards and recognitions are valued and appreciated. However, to be recognized for the very core 

of our mandate – to be acknowledged for bringing industry and academia together is especially 

gratifying,” said Mark Romoff, OCE’s President and CEO. “Establishing such partnerships is crucial for the 

ongoing development of Ottawa’s and Ontario’s technology industry. This award will further inspire OCE 

to continue its efforts to play a pivotal role in seeing Ontario emerge as a global leader of innovation.”   

“Award winners are recognized not simply for their innovative technology approaches to 21st century 

business operations challenges, but just as importantly, for their significant contributions to the communities 

served by IEEE Canada,” said Dr. Wahab Almuhtadi, an Algonquin College professor and Chair of the 

IEEE Ottawa Section. Almuhtadi nominated OCE for the award which was then approved by the IEEE 

Ottawa Section board. 

Ron Killeen, OCE’s Managing Director for the Centre of Excellence for Communications and Information 

Technology accepted the award on OCE’s behalf.  “We’re making a difference in Ottawa by leading 

the innovation agenda,” he said. “We’re connecting researchers with industry leaders and bringing 

technology from Ottawa’s university and college laboratories to the marketplace.” 
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About Ontario Centres of Excellence (OCE) Inc. – www.oce-ontario.org 
Ontario Centres of Excellence (OCE) Inc. drives the commercialization of cutting-edge research across key market sectors to 
build the economy of tomorrow and secure Ontario’s global competitiveness. In doing this, OCE also fosters the training and 
development of the next generation of innovators and entrepreneurs, and is a key partner with Ontario’s industry, 
universities, colleges, research hospitals, investors and governments. OCE’s five Centres work in communications and 
information technology, earth and environmental technologies, energy, materials and manufacturing, and photonics. 
 
About the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) - www.ottawa.ieee.ca 
The IEEE has more than 375,000 members in approximately 150 countries. Through its members, the organization is a 
leading authority on areas ranging from aerospace, computers and telecommunications to biomedicine, electric power and 
consumer electronics. The IEEE produces nearly 30 percent of the world's literature in the electrical and electronics 
engineering, computing and control technology fields. The IEEE Ottawa Section belongs to Region 7 of the IEEE, better 
known as IEEE Canada. The Ottawa Section represents more than 2,000 individual members and serves to promote local 
events significant to Electrical, Computing, and Software Engineering.  
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